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The French Present Tense
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When to use it? Conjugation

[t is wsed to talk about focts, cwcrent sitwations and O O [n French, the focm of a verb vary according to the subject

repeated actions in the present. pronown used, the tense or the mood.

The pronouwns ace:
Je ), €t (30&. s-‘l\sulo.r), il/elle/on (he/she/it/one)
nous (we), vous (5ouu. plecal or {:ormal). and ilslelles (theg)

l. L'hecbe est verte (the grass is green)
2. Je gais mes devoics (I'm doing my homework)
3. Le land, Je Jowe aw foot (On Mol\dags. ( ploy Foot‘ball)

Eoch grounp has its conjumgation pattern. lrl’egulur Verbs

Regular Verbs

Some French verbs don't gollow the regular conjugation pattecns and

French verbs are categorised into —ec | —ir -re o must be memorised individually. o>
three regular gronps based on their

T~ dinos: Here are the four most impoctant iccegular vecbs:
inginitive endings: je Lo —is o

—ef —iG and —re tn —-es |-is = avoir (to have) etre (to be) aller (to g0) faire (to do)
T aat L b d " il/elle/on |-e -t - - - : — :

o CO'\JMSG e (QSM o Vveclrbs. (Op e e Leng | |esacend| cene Jﬂl )e slUis Je Vais Je {alg

—eG =it o —ce from the inginitive ‘ tu as tu es tu vas tu faic

VOWS —eZ —18SSez -z
and then add the correct ending As/elles |ent l-issent| —ent il/elle/on a il/elle/on est il/elle/on va il/elle/on fait
nous avons nous sommes nous allons nous faisons
vous avez vous étec vous allez vous faites
e
. . ils/elles ont ils/ elles sont ils/elles vont :

Spelling Changes @ Reflexive Verbs ile/elle i i ils/elles font
Despite being regulag some (O Reglexive verbs (when the subject and

'_er' verbs have spelling object of the sentence are the same) . .

changes in the present tense are conjugated in the same way, with Negativesfarms Questions

foc pronunciation purposes. the addition of o reflexive pronomn To make a verb negative [n the present tense, they can be formed by

ploced in front of the conjumgated verb in French present tense,

or the inginitive.

l. S-‘mplg caising Yyowur tone at the end of a ?

loce 'ne’ before the verb
e =< " fo . statement (Tu aimes le sport?)
and pas aftecr it. °

Je naime poas le sport

Note that:

ne becomes o

when the verb starts
with o vowel

e9. ‘manger’ (to eat) changes to
‘Nouns mangeons’ cather than
‘mangons’ to keep the sopt -g
sound.

Reglexive pronomns:
me./m', te/t', se/s', nows, vous, se/s’

ey Nouws nows habillons.
ey [l veut se laver

2. ll\vert-‘l\a the subject pronown and verb, and.[)
adding o hyphen (Aimes—to le sport‘?)

Other common '—er verbs with
spelling iccegulacities ace: sappeles
commencer;, essayes; acheter

3. Usma 'est—ce Que' ot the beginning of the
sentence. (Est-ce que tw aimes le spo(t?)




